
SGT 1ST CLASS CHUCK JOSEPH 
Maj. Gen. John R.S. Batiste, commander 
of V Corps' 1st Infantry Division, cuts the 
ribbon opening the newly dedicated North 
Central ICDC Training Facility with the 
assistance of Lt. Gen. David H. Petraeus, 
chief, Office of Security Transition-Iraq 
and Brig. Gen. Abdul Kadar, chief of staff 
of the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps (out of 
view between the generals) June 10. 
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V CORPS DIVISIONS PLAY ROLE IN TRAINING, GRADUATION OF 
HUNDREDS OF IRAQI POLICE OFFICERS    
 
Two stories: 
POLICE ACADEMY SET UP BY V CORPS’ 1ST ARMORED DIVISION 
GRADUATES MORE THAN 250 OFFICERS (Click headline to jump to story) 

 
NEW POLICE ACADEMY ESTABLISHED BY V CORPS’ 1ST 
INFANTRY DIVISION GRADUATES FIRST LEADERSHIP CLASS 
 
1st Infantry Division release 
 
TIKRIT, Iraq – Members of V Corps' 1st Infantry Division, local dignitaries and other 

guests were on hand June 10 for an Iraqi Civil 

Defense Corps Primary Leadership Development 

Course graduation ceremony. 

 

The class was the first to graduate from the newly 

opened North Central ICDC Regional Training Center 

at Forward Operating Base Danger here. After the 

graduation, the facility was dedicated with a ribbon-

cutting ceremony. The new facility will also host basic 

training for ICDC soldiers.  

 

Maj. Gen. John R.S. Batiste, commander of the 

division and Task Force Danger, and Brig. Gen. Abdul 

Kadar, deputy chief of staff of the ICDC, were guest 

speakers at the event.  



 

During his remarks, Batiste congratulated the graduates and thanked them for their 

service. 

 

“The road to a peaceful and secure Iraq may take some time, but your commitment to 

law and order and to peace and freedom will make a significant difference in our 

journey towards this goal,” Batiste said to the graduates. 

 

Twenty-four of the 231 graduates were recognized as honor graduates, and were 

presented certificates. 

 

The coursework consisted of physical training, leadership classes, basic soldiering  

skills, drill and ceremony and human rights training. 

 

 

 

DIWANIYA POLICE ACADEMY SET UP BY V CORPS’ 1ST ARMORED 
DIVISION GRADUATES MORE THAN 250 OFFICERS 
 
By Pfc. Erik LeDrew 
1st Armored Division Public Affairs Office 
 
DIWANIYA, Iraq – A class of 256 Iraqi Police Service officers recently graduated 

from the Iraqi Police Academy here, in cooperation with V Corps’ Task Force 1st 

Armored Division.  The graduation marked the end of the second phase of a two-phase 

Iraqi police training course at the academy. 

 

The ceremony was attended by distinguished guests including Qadasiyah Province 

Chief of Police, Gen. Abdul Wahab Hadi; the chief of the Special Missions Unit of the 

Diwaniya Iraqi police force, Maj. Salman Hamza; and Maj. Thomas Isom, the executive 
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officer of the 3rd Squadron, 2nd Armored 

Cavalry Regiment, Task Force 1st Armored 

Division. 

 

“Since our arrival in Diwaniya, we have 

been honored and impressed with the IPs 

here,” Isom said during the ceremony’s 

keynote speech. “Together we will make 

Diwaniya a safer place.” 

 

“All of us here today are brothers,” Hadi 

said. “And we need to take care of the people of Diwaniya like they are our family.” 

 

The Iraqi Police Service’s priority, Hadi added, is to provide security for the people of 

Diwaniya and to assure the academy continues to provide the training necessary for 

police officers to do their jobs.  

The first phase of training is a weeklong basic orientation course that acquaints the 

recruits with their duties as Iraqi policemen. After graduating from Phase I, the new 

officers are then sent to one of the 15 police stations throughout the Diwaniya area, 

where they work alongside their more experienced comrades as they wait to begin the 

Phase II part of the course. 

 

The second phase of training lasts for three weeks and focuses on marksmanship 

training.  

 

Weapons training is essential to the job of an IP, said Isom. Those who don’t meet 

marksmanship standards are dropped from the course. 

 



The 977th Military Police Company established the academy here May 31, 2003, with 

the goal of providing more focused training for IPs in the Diwaniya area. The 977th was 

recently replaced by the 66th MP Company. 

 

1st Lt. Thomas Mott, a platoon leader with 66th, said the classes at the academy were 

originally taught by MPs.  

 

The MPs selected and trained 34 of their best students to take over as the academy’s 

instructors. 

 

“They did this so that the academy could become more self-sufficient,” said Mott, 

whose MP detachment works with IPs in Diwaniya on a daily basis. 

 

“The Diwaniya Police Academy is said to be one of the very best in the country,” Mott 

said. “The commandant has received a lot of praise for his leadership.” 

 

Since the academy opened, 16 Phase I classes have been held, graduating 3,957 

police officers.  Including the latest class, six of the longer, second-phase classes have 

produced 1,225 policemen. 
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