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In the early morning hours of 4 March, Camp New York in Kuwait was bustling
with activity. Soldiers in combat gear were checking vehicles, weapons and equipment
preparing for the Brigade Combat Team’s road march into Irag. NCOs and officers did
final pre-combat checks and inspections
... led by our unit chaplains, soldiers
prayed for safe movement ... leaders at
all levels gave rousing motivational
speeches before the soldiers rolled.

At 0700 hours, TF Vanguard departed Camp New York and led the Dagger
Brigade Combat team into the combat zone. For the next two days, 20 more groups (or
“serials” as we call them) of vehicles amounting to over 2,100 soldiers made the grueling
500-mile trek. At the Iragi border, we hit “The =
Berm,” an earthen barrier that separates Kuwait
from Irag and we took the next step on our journey.
The temperature had started into the low 90’s, and
our soldiers were drinking plenty of water. The
approach march lasted 2 days for most, and 3 days
for some. A number of convoys travel on the road
into Irag, and every movement is carefully
orchestrated — especially during this transition period -- to ensure that the roads are not
overloaded. On the road march route, there are established Convoy Support Centers
where we got fuel and some rest. By the evening of 6 March, the final convoys were
rolling into their new homes known as Forward Operating Bases, or FOBs. Those who
could not drive up were flown into FOB Anaconda and then moved to the FOBs by
combat patrols. By 8 March the majority of the BCT was in Iraq.

The BCT was greeted by the great soldiers of the 1st Brigade (Raider Brigade)
and 3rd Brigade (Striker Brigade) of the 4th Infantry Division. The Raider Brigade is
stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, while the Striker Brigade is stationed at
Fort Carson, Colorado. Each unit from Brigade through squad level
linked up with a counterpart and started a 10-day process, what we call
a “Relief In Place” or RIP, in order to transfer techniques, procedures,
and equipment. Soldiers from these units walk our soldiers through
every aspect of the mission, take then out on patrol, and then observe
our patrols to make the transition between units as transparent to the
local populace as possible. We meet the local leaders, the tribal sheiks, and establish
relationships with our Iraqi Civil Defense Corps units. These are the brave men and
women who have been serving in and around Tikrit since last year. Now we are
replacing them as they make their well-deserved trip home.




Our soldiers live in a variety of conditions, depending on
which Forward Operating Base (FOB) they operate from (we’ll send
more pictures as the year goes on). We do our best to ensure that they
all have the basics: showers, at least one hot meal a day, adequate
living quarters, access to Morale, Welfare, and Recreation facilities
(phone, internet, TV, games). Some bases are well-established with
large facilities and some are “work in progress” which we will
improve over time.

As we close this note, rest assured that we are actively engaged in operations in our
sectors. We know that many of you wonder how we are doing everyday — we have
worked hard to get here and our training is
paying off. While we are out on mission, we
know that you are taking care of one another in
Schweinfurt (and elsewhere). Many great
things are happening here everyday, and the
soldiers of this Brigade Combat Team remain
committed to accomplishing this mission. Until
next time ....

DUTY FIRST!!

COL Randy Dragon
Commander, Dagger Brigade Combat Team



