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FRG Members,


Again, my greetings from Iraq-Kuwait Theater, where VCA continues to support V Corps during Operation Iraqi Freedom.   Almost all of VCA’s 5000 plus soldiers are forward deployed around Baghdad and in northern Iraq.  The Corps Rear is now just north of Baghdad in Iraq, collocated with the 17th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB).  The 41st FAB is just south of Baghdad and 214th FAB is now in Kuwait.  We are now working several non-standard missions.  All of our tracks are in Kuwait since they are not required for our current missions.  The 41st FAB (Task Force Bullet 1) and 17th FAB (Task Force Bullet 2) are assisting in the consolidation and movement of huge amounts of Iraqi ammunition and large amounts of Coalition supplies.  TF Bullet 1 is working with 3ID in Baghdad and TF Bullet 2 is working with 4ID in northern Iraq.  So far the Task Force Bullets have moved over 8 million pounds of Iraqi ammunition and over 5 million pounds of Coalition supplies.  41st FAB (1-27 FA) is running the Corps Joint Visitor Bureau (JVB) located near the Corps Main in Baghdad.   

The temperatures have gotten hotter, hitting 108 degrees this week.  Humidity is much greater than expected, 50% today.  Most folks are getting one hot meal a day in addition to two MREs.  Water is now plentiful, although several units may have to travel some distance to fill their water buffalos.  Showers are also restricted in some areas to every other day, etc.  Soldiers are making improvements to their living conditions.   Numerous folks are living in buildings with generator power and even a few with air conditioning.  Some areas are getting portalets to save our soldiers from the latrine burning duties.  The Corps has ordered A & R kits and there are several PXs springing up to include one on Camp Victory.

The Corps was just named as the next CJTF-7 (Iraq).  That means that some folks from the Corps will be here for the long term, although I do not expect our numbers in HHB, VCA to number more than 40 or so.  We will also consider rotating soldiers, if permitted.  We still have no definite dates for redeployment.  Some of the Fort Sill units are getting ERD (Earliest Release Date from Mission) in the early and mid-summer time frames.   I expect the 214th FAB to be home by the end of June and the 17th FAB to be home by the end of July or early August.  I expect most of the 41st FAB and HQ, VCA to return to Germany by the end of August, but all of these dates are just my best guesses.   We have no call forward orders or ships scheduled at this time. 



Thanks for your support during this arduous deployment.   I’ve asked the Rear Detachment to post this note on the website and send to all the family members.  The Rear Detachment and FRG liaison should have the best available information on redeployment, so stay in touch.  Meanwhile, we are doing fine, and thank you for keeping all of our leaders and servicemen serving overseas in your prayers.  We miss all of you in Germany and in the States.

THUNDERSTRIKE!

THEODORE J. JANOSKO

COL, FA

Commanding
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