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USAREUR 2003

Holiday Safety Campaign
1.  As the 2003 holiday season approaches, I want to emphasize that my number-one priority during this special time of year is the safety and welfare of our soldiers, civilians, and family members. During the 2003 holiday season, USAREUR will be fully engaged preparing to deploy or redeploy almost 40,000 soldiers to and from Iraq while conducting ongoing operations in central Europe and the Balkans. Many of our families will be separated or preparing to separate from loved ones to support USAREUR’s ongoing commitment to the Global War on Terrorism.

2.  During this time of increased operating tempo, we must not forget our obligation to take care of our people. The holidays are a time of increased risk. Drinking and driving, excessive consumption of alcohol, domestic violence, home and apartment fires, fireworks, and suicidal behavior all combine to make this time of year particularly hazardous. My intent is to prevent these hazards from turning joy to tragedy. Our goal remains no loss of life at any time; but in preparation for the upcoming celebrations, I want us to join in a separate goal of not having a single death during the holiday season.

3.  To achieve this goal, follow the guidance in the Holiday Safety Campaign memorandum, which is posted on the USAREUR Homepage. The campaign targets primary hazards associated with the holiday season. To make the campaign a success, the entire chain of command, including rear detachment commanders, must be totally committed to helping our soldiers, civilians, and family members minimize risks from Thanksgiving through New Years. Start by making sure all soldiers and civilian employees read and follow the guidance in the campaign memorandum.

4.  Leaders must give soldiers, civilians, and family members the opportunity to enjoy the holiday season. At the same time, leaders must make a personal commitment to help their people incorporate safety into their holiday plans. I call on everyone—leaders as well as soldiers and civilians—to maintain vigilance on and off duty. Concentrate on the job at hand and take action to minimize the risks associated with off-duty celebrations. Keep up your guard to make this holiday season safe as well as joyful.

5.  This campaign complements the ongoing Winter Safety Campaign (Bell Sends #13). Give this message the widest possible distribution, both in USAREUR and in deployed units, by forwarding it electronically and posting it on bulletin boards.



B. B. BELL


General, USA
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