PRIVATE VEHICLE STORAGE

(Q) What is the policy for spouses who want to store a vehicle after their servicemember spouses have been deployed?

(A) Soldiers are entitled storage space for one privately owned vehicle.  A servicemember’s spouse can initiate the storage of a POV as long as the servicemember did not store a vehicle prior to deployment.  The spouse should coordinate with his sponsor’s rear detachment command element for turn-in procedures and guidance.  Current damage claims liability for vehicles in government storage or safeguard is $20,000 per vehicle, with further limitations of $2,000 for paint jobs; $750 for stero equipment (including radios, CD players, alarm systems and car phones), and $1,000 for automobile parts.  This claims liability cover two vehicles left in government safeguard during the sponsor’s and/or spouse’s absence.

(Q) Can the spouse of a deceased servicemember ship a private vehicle?
(A) A surviving spouse is entitled to ship one private vehicle.  The vehicle can be shipped to the deceased servicemember’s home of record; to the residence of the deceased servicemember’s family members; to the deceased servicemember’s next-of-kin, or any other person entitled to receive custody of the deceased servicemember’s personal effects.  The law also allows shipment to “such other place as determined in accordance with service regulations.”  For the Army, this is the “approved destination,” as determined by the approving officer.  The approving officer is the commander of the installation near where the deceased servicemember was residing.  The “approved destination” generally must be based on a “reasonable relationship existing between the circumstances of the applicant and the destination requested.”  The vehicle may be shipped through the government transportation office and vehicle processing center.  The vehicle may also be driven to the authorized destination, and the surviving servicemember will be reimbursed for fuel; oil; parking fees; ferry fares; and road, bridge and tunnel tolls.  Finally, the surviving servicemember may personally arrange for transportation of the vehicle to the authorized destination and be reimbursed for the actual transportation coses, up to the amount that the government would have paid to ship the vehicle to that destination.  The surviving servicemember is entitled to store the vehicle for 180 days prior to shipment, if requested, provided the vehicle is turned over for shipment within one year of the date of death.
