LEGAL SUPPORT

(Q) In the event that something should arise while a servicemember is deployed and a Special Power of Attorney is needed, what steps should be taken to accomplish this?

(A) Deployed soldiers will have access to legal assistance services.  You should contact your local legal assistance office.  The legal assistance officer will either:

· Prepare a power of attorney and electronically (or conventionally) post the document to the soldier or judge advocate office most convenient to the deployed soldier and have it signed there, or

· Ask the servicing judge advocate office to prepare the power of attorney, have the soldier execute it before a notary, and post it back to the family member.

(Q) What, if anything, will a deployed servicemember be held legally responsible for concerning government quarters, in the event of a catastrophe? (i.e., flooding, fire, vandalism or weather damage)

(A) A soldier's responsibility for government assigned quarters does not change with deployment.  Catastrophe and casualty losses to government property do not do not create pecuniary responsibility on the part of the soldier.  Legal responsibility for damages to government quarters requires negligence on the soldier's part.

